Goldsmiths, University of London

Department of Educational Studies: MPhil/PhD Programme

GUIDELINES FOR WRITING AN OUTLINE RESEARCH PROPOSAL

A good research proposal is required if you are interested in studying at MPhil or PhD level at Goldsmiths. It should indicate the topic that you are interested in and your experience and understanding of the area. The proposal forms a basis for discussion if you are interviewed and is important in helping us decide the supervisory support needed.

Whatever topic that you choose to research there will be a considerable investment of time and energy on your behalf. In view of this you need to consider carefully what you want to find out, whether the work is important to you and will sustain your interest and commitment over a number of years.

The proposal should be between 1,500 and 2,000 words long. Although the exact form may vary according to what you intend to do, you should aim to include the following:

Title
This may only be a working title but it should clearly indicate the field of study and your research focus within it.

Introduction
This should outline the general field of study and why you regard researching a particular aspect of this to be important. It is helpful to indicate how your own experience has led you to the particular research questions that you are asking and why you think you are in a good position to carry out the research.

Main research questions
You should state clearly what you aim to find out. You should try to make your research questions sufficiently focused so that they can be adequately addressed within the time and the resources that you have available.

Reviewing what others have done
You need to show that you are aware of the main debates and issues that are relevant to your study. Key theoretical contributions in the literature should be cited and commented upon. You should also try to outline any empirical research that you know of that links, either by way of content or method, with the work that you intend to do. Try to make clear what is already known in the immediate area and indicate how your work will add a new dimension to what already exists.

Methods
You need to give an indication of what kind of data will help you answer your main research questions. You also need to give some consideration to the practicalities of obtaining data. For example, where will you carry out fieldwork and how will you gain access to the field? Who will you need to work with, for how long, and do you think you will be able to obtain permission for this? You also need to show that you are aware of the different methods that you could use for data collection and analysis and provide a brief rationale for those methods most suited to your research.

Ethical issues
Briefly indicate any particular considerations that might arise regarding issues such as your role as researcher and confidentiality. 
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