A Dictionary of Russian and Soviet Piano Music
Foreword

A soon as you pick up this work and begin to browse its pages, it is out of date.  Why, because every day new works are being re - discovered or newly composed by Russian composers and the component countries that once made up the Soviet Union.  Not a good start to publicise this work but nonetheless a truthful one.  

So, what made me begin this mammoth task, which in essence will never truly end as I expect I will be adding new entries to this work for many, many years to come?  Well, in the first place I was horrified how little we know of the music composed within the Russian Federation and how difficult it is to gain an idea of its composers and the works they wrote.  Initially I had the vision of including all works within this Dictionary but soon realised that it would be an almost impossible task being aware that it would outstrip Grove in the number of volumes by the time I would have finished.  And secondly because I already had at hand a large collection of Russian piano music and it just seemed of interest to try to fill in the gaps in my knowledge [as well as trying to find copies of these works to complete my collection ………….. a task which I know I will never succeed at but is always worth the effort]. 

My passion for Russian music began at a tender age and despite much love and respect for other counties and their composers I turn time and time again to the East.  On a recent trip to Ukraine I felt as if I had come home – so maybe there is something in the blood or maybe in the spirit that inhabits this mortal structure?  Whatever the answer, the passion and beauty of Russian music, its vitality and energy, its soaring melodies and distinctive harmonies continues to beguile and intrigue me and was the source from which I strove to begin this work.

At the end of the day, this is a work for researchers and collectors of Russian piano music – I hope that it opens new insights to the vast range of composers that have created music from those countries of the Russian Federation, as well as help to give valuable information.

My thanks to many people across the globe who have shared their love of this music and their knowledge with me – many of you are mentioned in the individual dedications for each volume  - but I am also indebted to a number of libraries and publications:  Grove On-line, Pazdirek, Ho & Feofanov, numerous encyclopaedias, British Library, International Piano Archive of Maryland, Library of Congress and the Library of the University of Rochester, as well as music publishers including Belaieff and Richard Schauers.  My thanks to you for sharing information to draw together this work.

Notes:

1. I have included a number of Polish born composers who for a period were under the dominance of Russia during the 19th century and who became affiliated with the various conservatoires and schools of music in Russia.

2. The use of the symbol  -?R - denotes difficulty in translating from the Russian.  Ideally I have given a rough translation but in a number of cases I have only given a transliteration of the given Russian words.

3. Items given in bold print are currently held in my personal collection, which formed the original basis of this work.

4. I have on a number of occasions given details on Piano Concertos, as I am aware that the majority of these were likely transcribed into a two piano medium [definitely shown where confirmed].     

5. Works are listed initially by opus number where known, then in order of date of composition.  Alternatively I may show publisher and date of publication where neither opus nor composition date is know.   In some cases no date, opus number nor publication details are known, and these are listed at the end of each composer’s entry.

This volume is dedicated to three very special people who began my collecting enthusiasm.  Yes, I blame you for sharing your music, knowledge, wisdom and friendship on this never-ending obsession !

To Walter Ryan, Martin Eastick and Peter Cook – a musical friendship greatly treasured. 

~ * ~

