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Findings
Informing change

Government policies for 
community engagement 
have been high profile, as 
have community cohesion 
agendas – but these 
have been developed 
in parallel. This study 
explores the challenges 
of bringing them together.  
It examines ways of 
enabling new arrivals 
to become involved, 
promoting solidarity and 
cohesion rather than 
competition and conflict 
between newer and more 
established communities. 
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Background
The government is committed to 
promoting community engagement. 
But services are being delivered 
by an increasingly diverse range of 
providers, with correspondingly diverse 
opportunities for user and community 
involvement.  There is growing concern 
about how to join up these different 
structures of local governance, through 
Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs), for 
example.    

Being heard and not being heard

Promising practices 



Who speaks for whom?

solidarity.

Promoting community engagement 
by building community cohesion and 
social solidarity

Conclusions and recommendations

Case studies
Coventry New Communities Forum

 
Oldham’s Youth Council 

Shared community events in Newham



National government policies and approaches 
Strong 

and Prosperous Communities and the Action Plan 
for Community Empowerment

Local government and local strategic partnerships 

Voluntary and community sector 
organisations, including faith-based 
organisations
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