	FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  
Self

ESRC 1+3
ESRC +3
Bursary



Goldsmiths, University of London

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
	MPhil/PhD APPLICATIONS

TO BE COMPLETED BY ALL APPLICANTS
and uploaded as supporting documentation 

as part of your online College MPhil/PhD application.




	Name of applicant (capital letters):




*You must contact your proposed supervisor to discuss your application before 
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PROJECT APPLIED FOR: 

	Title
	Proposed supervisor 
	Proposed second supervisor

	
	
	


1. OUTLINE OF PROPOSED RESEARCH:

The College online application form requires you to submit a Research Outline.  Please write this according to the following guidelines:

The Research Outline must be a maximum of 1500 words and must be included here.  It should briefly describe and motivate a research topic and possible first study for your PhD. The purpose of this outline is not for you to define a complete PhD plan – that is the purpose of the following section on the timeline of the project – rather it is to give us an idea of your ability to formulate and motivate an interesting research question and to generate a sensible research design to address it. You are very strongly advised to have discussed your Research Outline in some depth with your proposed supervisor before submitting the application. If the proposal is good, and a staff member has indicated an interest in supervising the project, your application will be strengthened.  You will be asked further questions about your outline at interview.
Please structure your Research Outline under sub-headings which should normally include:

· Title (as in the table above).
· Background and Motivation: A brief summary of the existing research and/or theories on which the project is based, and the reasons why the research you’re proposing is important. If you are applying for ESRC funding, you should indicate the relevance of your research to ESRC strategic priorities.
· Research questions or hypotheses:  One or more specific questions/hypotheses must be clearly stated.
· Design and methodology:  A proposal for how you would address these questions / hypotheses.  Please specify the type(s) of participants and assessment method(s).

· Analysis: Some indication of what types of statistical techniques you might use.

2. TIMELINE FOR PHD RESEARCH:

It is important to complete a PhD in three years full-time, or five years part-time. Within this time, there are also some training requirements which must be completed. Please consult your proposed supervisor and complete a current estimate of the plan for your research programme with planned timescales for (e.g.) setting up each study, data collection, analysis and write-up time. The outline shown below assumes that you are a full-time student starting in October. However, if you aim to enrol in January or April and/or enrol as a part-time student, adapt the outline accordingly. You should allow two days per week for training in the first six months, and the final six months for the write-up of your PhD thesis. More information about training requirements is given at http://www.gold.ac.uk/pg/mphil-phd-psychology/
You will be asked further questions about your timeline at interview.

	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	October
	Training
	MPhil/PhD Upgrade report /viva
	Second-year Review report/ talk

	November
	Training
	
	

	December
	Training
	
	

	January
	Training
	
	

	February
	Training
	
	

	March
	Training
	
	

	April
	
	
	Thesis write-up

	May
	
	
	Thesis write-up

	June
	
	
	Thesis write-up

	July
	
	
	Thesis write-up

	August
	
	
	Thesis write-up

	September
	
	
	Thesis write-up


3. APPLICANT’S PERSONAL STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION 


Please also include here a succinct (maximum 500 words) description of why you are applying to study for a PhD. This can overlap with the personal statement that you submit for the College online application form.

Your statement should cover:

· Your reasons for wanting to pursue a PhD.
· Your reasons for wanting to pursue a PhD at Goldsmiths/with your proposed supervisor.
· The strengths that you would bring to a PhD.
· Your plans for after the PhD.
The description must not exceed 500 words.  Please put your name at the top of the page and provide a word count.

(continue to next page)

4. PROPOSED SUPERVISOR’S STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION 


Your proposed supervisor should include here a succinct (maximum 500 words) statement of their support for your application. They can also upload the letter of support as a separate file.
Their statement should cover:

· The fit between your proposed project and their own research interests/programmes. 

· The fit between your proposed project and the research facilities/research expertise/research priorities of the Psychology Department.
· If you are applying for ESRC funding, the fit between your proposed project and the strategic priorities of the ESRC.
Their description must not exceed 500 words. 
5. COLLABORATING ORGANISATION (COMPLETE IF RELEVANT FOR YOUR APPLICATION)

Please submit some supporting evidence (e.g. a signed letter on the organisation’s headed notepaper) giving full details of collaboration, including substantive user engagement and knowledge exchange activity. The collaboration may involve a public, private or third sector organisation and may include remuneration, internship or work placement. 
	Name (block capitals)
	

	Contact telephone number
	

	Contact e-mail address
	

	Institution/Organisation
	

	Position
	

	Contact address
	


(continue to next page)

FUNDING ELIGIBILITY AND TRAINING NEEDS

PLEASE READ THE INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING WEBPAGE CONCERNING YOUR POTENTIAL ELIGIBILITY FOR FUNDING
http://www.gold.ac.uk/pg/mphil-phd-psychology/
If you are applying for ESRC SENSS Funding, please look at their website and determine if you meet residency and/or widening participation scheme and select a thematic pathway (please discuss with your supervisor): https://www.senss.ac.uk/senss-student-led-competition
Check if your project could be classified as “Data Skills or Advanced Quantitative Methods”: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64e60d151c560026998f7084/t/654cba8e0e6ed04e0759ea76/1699527310262/SENSS+Data+Skills+and+AQM+criteria+November+2023.pdf
Do you meet the Widening Participation/BAME criteria?: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64e60d151c560026998f7084/t/654e64b87f2484702a00f157/1699636409019/SENSS+Widening+Participation+Criteria+November+2023.pdf 

Are you a ‘home’ or international student in terms of fees? Check Residency requirements, even if you are UK national: https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/UKRI-030221-Guidance-International-Eligibility-Implementation-training-grant-holders-V2.pdf 

The questions below will help us to determine whether you are eligible for the various sources of funding we have available and what your training needs would be. Delete choices that don’t apply.
	NAME:

	1. Full-time/Part-time status
	Full-time  /  Part-time

	Funding Source (ONLY say Yes to Departmental Bursary and ESRC SENSS if applying by the Psychology Department deadline - typically in December or January)

	2. Willing to self-fund
	YES  /  NO

	3. Departmental Teaching Bursary 
	YES  /  NO  

	4. ESRC SENSS +3 studentship
	YES  /  NO  

	5. ESRC SENSS 1+3 studentship
	YES  /  NO  

	6. Funded studentships associated with supervisor: Fill in with details if applicable:
	

	7. Other funding source: Fill in if applicable. If you are applying for other sources of funding, state when you might find out about the outcome.
	


	ESRC SENSS Thematic Pathway: ONLY COMPLETE if you are applying for the ESRC SENSS studentships (discuss with your proposed supervisor about pathways)

	8. Primary pathway (select one that best fit your proposal and delete others)
	· Health, Well-Being & Social Care

· Justice, Institutions & Social Change

· Digital Social Sciences

· Advanced Methods in Social & Economic Research

	9. Secondary pathway (select one if your proposal could also fit another pathway – delete others)
	· Health, Well-Being & Social Care

· Justice, Institutions & Social Change

· Digital Social Sciences

· Advanced Methods in Social & Economic Research

	10. Does your project meet Data Skills/Advanced Quantitative Methods?
	YES  /  NO


	Residency/BAME/Widening Participation (all applicants)*

	11. Are you a ‘home’ or international student?
	Home  /  International

	12. If ‘home’, are you from a BAME background?
	YES  /  NO  / Not Applicable

	13. If ‘home’, do you meet the Widening Participation criteria?
	YES  /  NO  / Not Applicable

	14. Do you have British nationality?
	YES  /  NO

	15. If no, do you have ‘settled status’ or Indefinite Leave to Remain? (i.e.no restriction on how long you are permitted to stay)
	YES  /  NO  / Not Applicable

	16. If no to #14, do you have ‘pre-settled status’?
	YES  /  NO  / Not Applicable

	17. Have you been resident in the UK for the last 3 years? (British applicants should also answer this question)
	YES  /  NO

	IF NO, have you been resident of EEA, Switzerland, or Gibraltar for the last 3 years? 
	YES  /  NO  / Not Applicable


*Please read the documents carefully in the SENSS page (links provided in the previous page) about eligibility/residency requirements
	Educational Background/Training Needs (all applicants)

	18. What is/was your undergraduate degree? 
Indicate if you are a current undergraduate student
	

	19. Do you already have, or are you currently studying for, a Masters degree?
	YES  /  NO / IN PROGRESS

	20. If yes, is the degree in Psychology?

Please also name the program and the degree
	YES  /  NO  / Not Applicable



	21. If yes (to #19), did/does the Masters degree contain a research component (e.g., psychological research design, statistics)? 
Please explain or describe your previous research training in research methods/statistics and whether or not you would like further training
	YES  /  NO  / Not Applicable



	22. Optional: Describe any other training needs or explain any other circumstances about your educational background/ training
	


	Optional: Please comment on anything else that was not covered above 



This form must be uploaded as supporting documentation as part of your online College MPhil/PhD application.
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