Ethics Form/Student 


Department of Educational Studies

Ethical Practice in Research Form 
	Name:
	Degree:

	Student Number:
	Year of Degree:

	Title of Research:

	Supervisor:


Section 1:

	
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	I have reflected carefully on the research that I propose to undertake.  
	
	
	

	I have reviewed the ‘Revised Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (2004)’ and ‘Good practice in Educational Research Writing’ published by the British Educational Research Association (BERA). 

Note that, depending on your research topic, you might need to review other published ethical guidelines (e.g. BPS, BSA). 
	
	
	

	I have discussed the ethical aspects of this research with my supervisor, and my research complies with these guidelines.
	
	
	


Section 2:
	Research Checklist:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	1. Does the study involve participants who are particularly vulnerable or unable to give informed consent? (e.g. young children, children, adults with learning or communication difficulties, patients). 

Note that you may also need to obtain satisfactory CRB clearance (or equivalent for overseas students). 
	
	
	

	2. Will the study require the co-operation of a gatekeeper for initial access to the groups or individuals to be recruited? (e.g. children at school, parents, patients, people in custody, members of organisations)
	
	
	

	3.In the case of action research will the researcher inform the sponsor/host of the work they propose to undertake? (e.g. head of school)
	
	
	

	4. Will the research be carried out without the knowledge and/or consent of the participants? (e.g. covert observation of people in non-public places)
	
	
	

	5. Will the study involve discussion of sensitive topics (e.g. race, bullying, sexual or drug activity)?
	
	
	

	6. Could the study induce psychological stress or anxiety or cause harm or negative consequences beyond the risks encountered in normal life?
	
	
	

	7. Will the study involve prolonged data collection or repetitive testing?
	
	
	

	8. Will financial inducements (other than reasonable expenses and compensation for time) be offered to participants?
	
	
	


If you have ticked ‘no’ for all questions in Section 2, then please sign below and arrange for your supervisor to sign this form.  If you have ticked ‘yes’ to any of these questions, then please complete and sign the second page of this form.
	Signature of student:
	Date:

	Signature of supervisor:
	Date:


There is an obligation on the supervisor to bring to the attention of the Departmental Ethics Committee any issues with ethical implications not clearly covered by the above checklist.

Section 3:

	Please provide a brief outline of your research:



	Please set out the ethical issues arising from your research:



	Please identify how you intend to address these ethical issues:



	Comments of Supervisor




	Signature of student:
	Date:

	Signature of supervisor:
	Date:


You must now submit this form to your Programme Administrator.  If you do not submit this form, your dissertation (or research report) will not be able to be submitted.  If you do not submit this form by the required deadline, your research will not be considered until the next meeting of the Ethics Committee, and you will not be able to proceed with your research until it has been considered. 
STATEMENT OF ETHICAL APPROVAL

This project has been considered using agreed Departmental procedures and is now approved.  This approval is valid for a maximum period of five years.

Signed………………………….………………….Print Name....……………………….………..…Date………………..…..

(Chair, Departmental Ethics Committee)

