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What is medicine? In this seminar series, medicine will be understood, 
minimally, as an assemblage of temporal and spatial technologies. 
As an assemblage its modes of practices may appear to traverse 
a host of phenomena. These phenomena may range from highly 
sophisticated biogenetic interventions, governance provisions in 
response to communicable disease, and the striking contrast of these 
to standards of medical aid in territories under military siege. All may 
be examined for their inseparable ties to social and political arenas 
of debate as well as to conventional medicine. In some instances the 
ties may be explicit as with the global movement of body tissue and 
organs or in the ethical conduct of internationally deployed clinical 
trials. Less obvious, perhaps, for its social and political dimensions 
is the growing field of diagnostics and its necessary reliance on what 
might elsewhere be contested forms of representation. As the scope 
for inquiry appears limitless, it is worth pausing to reflect on the 
presumptions of what is held as medicine: How is medicine curative, 
preventative and generative in welcome and unwelcome ways? In view 
of these divergences, how might its substance be the focus for new 
styles of intervention and evaluation? 
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