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This panel focuses on the process of regeneration both as a discursive operation and a material intervention in urban spaces and people's social and personal lives. It also aims at making problematic the role of artists and other cultural workers that operate within this framework.

There is not a single model for regeneration processes, and it might be understood differently in countries with other historical and political traditions. However there are elements and instances  that might allow us to build a common ground for discussion. In this sense, the Olympics 2012 in London are an example of how great events are often used as a means –or excuse– for the social and economic “regeneration” of certain urban areas, as was the case of Barcelona in the 90's. We also share experiences about the deployment of art and culture projects that accompany (or soothe) the (sometimes traumatic) urban transformation of the “regenerated” areas. Finally, our positions are similar in that we have to negotiate with regeneration as citizens, and as artists, educators or researchers, not knowing exactly how to balance our critical perspectives and the need for funding and work opportunities.

For we know that beyond the discourse of transformation and improvement, this so called “regeneration” is also a cultural/urban policy that ignores or neutralises local agents by coopting them, produces the gentrification of peripheral or inner-city areas, and erases their historical memory, unless reappropriated as celebration of nostalgia and consensus. In this context, local culture has been instrumentalised many times by conservative and populist policies that defend community as the last refuge of homogeneity and harmony in a changing and menacing world of differences. But there is still another structural ambiguity caused by the symbolic value that “spontaneous” “popular” creativity has acquired in the post-fordist or cognitive capitalism. This economy of the immaterial finds its capital in the intimate capacities of subjects: creativity, affectivity, symbolic production of all kinds, even the most alternative and radical life-styles become resources that can be exploited symbolically.

As cultural workers we should consider these interventions critically and imagine new positions that allow communities to actively respond to the threat of political neutralisation. We hope that this panel will be an opportunity for participants to share different perspectives on this topic and thus re-imagine our position and role as cultural/political agents.

