PLAGIARISM

As you may be aware, recommendations by a Working Party for amended assessment regulations have been agreed by Academic Board for implementation this session.  Among them is a new tariff of penalties for plagiarism and examination misconduct (copy attached). It is intended that this will help to ensure consistency of practice across the institution. It also introduces a wider range of possible penalties. While it is hoped that the tariff will be fairly straightforward to apply, the Academic Board also asked that additional guidance should be issued to members of staff using the tariff. This is being worked on at the current time but in the meantime please feel free to contact Pamela Beevers or myself should you need any assistance with, or indeed have any comments on, the new tariff. 

The Working Party also identified the need for a better awareness and understanding of plagiarism among students.  I therefore write to remind you that all students need to be given a thorough briefing about plagiarism at the commencement of their programme and that this should be reinforced periodically thereafter.  The special cultural circumstances surrounding certain groups of international students should be considered in relation to this issue. It has also been observed that, where possible, assessments should be set in such a way that it is more difficult for students to plagiarise. An interdepartmental group is looking at this and similar issues and hopes to be able to issue guidance before long.

On a related matter I would ask you to ensure that a careful record of all proven cases of academic dishonesty is maintained.  You will notice that one of the factors taken into account in the tariff is ‘repeated offences’ and until such time as a new student record system enables a reliable record to be maintained of academic offences it is therefore important that such records are kept within academic departments, and all instances are reported to the Examinations Officer. 

Do please let Pamela or me know if you have any questions arising from the contents of this note.

Bob Westaway
Tariff for those awarding penalties for students found guilty of plagiarism:-

1. a requirement that the candidate re-submit the relevant piece(s) of work by a specific deadline (if the work is not submitted by the deadline set, the matter may be referred to the Chair of the College Board of Examiners), or

2. the minimum pass mark for the relevant piece(s) of work may be assigned, or

3. a mark of ‘0’ for the relevant piece(s) of work may be assigned, or

4. a mark of ‘0’ for all coursework components of the relevant course may be assigned.

5. (For undergraduates only) Degree class to be reduced by one class (unless by doing so a ‘pass’ would be turned into a ‘fail’)
6. Degree class to be ‘capped’ at a certain level

7. Suspension from the College for a period of not more than two years

8. dismissal from College

ii)
Circumstances of offence and ‘default’ penalty suggested. The figure in each cell on the grid refers to the default penalty from the list above:-

	YEAR ONE
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE

	
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE

	MINOR
	3
	4
	1
	3

	MODERATE
	3
	4
	2
	3

	EXTENSIVE
	4
	7
	3
	4


	YEAR TWO
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE

	
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE

	MINOR
	3
	4
	1
	3

	MODERATE
	4
	5
	3
	4

	EXTENSIVE
	4
	8
	3
	4


	YEAR THREE
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE

	
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE

	MINOR
	4
	5
	3
	4

	MODERATE
	6
	8
	4
	6

	EXTENSIVE
	8
	8
	4
	6


	PGT
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE

	
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE

	MINOR
	4
	7
	3
	4

	MODERATE
	4
	8
	3
	4

	EXTENSIVE
	8
	8
	3
	4


	PGR
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	INTENT DEMONSTRATED
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE
	POOR ACADEMIC PRACTICE

	
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE
	FIRST OFFENCE
	REPEATED OFFENCE

	MINOR
	7
	7
	) “final
	7

	MODERATE
	7
	8
	) warning”
	7

	EXTENSIVE
	8
	8
	)
	7


7 A written note of the penalty shall be sent to the candidate by the Chair of the Sub-Board with a copy to the Academic Registrar.  The note shall include a statement that the candidate may appeal against the decision of the Chair of the Sub-Board of Examiners within fourteen days of notification of that decision. 

