PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT ETHICAL APPROVAL FORM

YEAR 2 STUDENT PROJECTS (GROUP AND MINI)

This form is for Year 2 Student Projects (Group and Mini).  Each item in the list refers to one of the issues raised in the BPS Ethical Guidelines, of which you should have a copy. When you have agreed the methodology of your 2nd year project with your lab tutor, please answer the questions below. The form can be filled in collectively for all students doing the same group project, provided that each has gone through the form with the lab tutor.

Year 2 projects cannot normally involve work with animals, children (under 18 years of age), people with learning or communication difficulties, patients, people in custody, or people engaged in illegal activities.

Please return the checklist to your lab tutor when you have completed it.

Research should not begin without ethical approval.

Type of research project: GROUP or MINI (please delete as appropriate)

Name of student(s):  _________________________________Date: ___________________

Name of lab tutor or supervisor_________________________________________________

Title of project: _____________________________________________________________

	
	
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	1
	Will you describe the main experimental procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	
	
	

	2
	Will you make it clear to participants that this is a student project?
	
	
	

	3
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	
	
	

	4
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	
	
	

	5
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	
	
	

	6
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	
	
	

	7
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	
	
	

	8
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	
	
	

	9
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation (ie give them a brief explanation of the study)?
	
	
	


If you have ticked ‘No’ to any of Q1-9, please discuss this with your lab tutor.

	
	
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	10
	Will your project involve deliberately misleading participants in any way?
	
	
	

	11
	Is there any realistic risk of any participants experiencing either physical or psychological distress or discomfort as a result of their participation? If Yes, give details on a separate sheet and state what you will tell participants to do if they should experience any problems (e.g. who they can contact for help).
	
	
	

	I/We* consider that this project has no significant ethical implications to be brought before the Departmental Ethics Committee
*please delete as appropriate                                                                                              PLEASE TICK:
	
[image: image1]


	Give a brief description of participants and procedure (methods, assessments used etc) in up to 150 words. 

This form (and any attachments) should be submitted to the Psychology Department Main Office for consideration by the Chair of the Departmental Ethics Committee before it can be approved.


If you have ticked ‘Yes’ to Q10 or Q11, you will probably NOT be able to do this project, but you must discuss this with your lab tutor.
There is an obligation on the lab tutor or supervisor to bring to the attention of the Departmental Ethics Committee any issues with ethical implications not clearly covered by the above checklist.
We are familiar with the BPS Guidelines for the ethical requirements in psychological research, and have discussed them.

Signed………………………………Print Name …………………..………Date………………

Email ……………………………….
Signed………………………………Print Name …………………..………Date………………

Email ……………………………….
Signed………………………………Print Name …………………..………Date………………
Email ……………………………….
Signed………………………………Print Name …………………..………Date………………
Email ……………………………….
Signed………………………………Print Name …………………..………Date………………
Email ……………………………….
Signed………………………………Print Name …………………..………Date………………
Email ……………………………….

(Student(s))

Signed………………………………Print Name …….…………..………...Date……...….……


(Lab Tutor or Supervisor)

STATEMENT OF ETHICAL APPROVAL

This project has been considered using agreed Departmental procedures and is now approved.

Signed………………………………….Print Name……………………….Date.……………....


(Chair, Departmental Ethics Committee)

          (PS52007A ETHICSformOct08)










