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Programme overview
Cultural processes are creative and dynamic, meaning that our analysis of them must be
too. How can cultural analysis engage with the most significant challenges of the
contemporary globalised world, with all its inequities and all its possibilities? Can the critical
traditions of sociological thought provide adequate responses to today’s world?
This programme emphasises the critical analysis of cultural processes from both an
advanced theoretical perspective and a rigorous, empirical one.
Our most flexible MA, the programme benefits from an expanded choice of option modules.
In addition to the compulsory module and one chosen from within a wide range of Sociology
options, you are able to choose two further modules from across a range of participating
departments, allowing you to tailor the degree to your individual interests.
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The MA attracts students with backgrounds in social science, humanities and philosophy as
well as more creative pursuits, and from across the world.

Programme entry requirements
Successful applicants with have a 2:1 or equivalent from their honours undergraduate
degree programme in a relevant subject. Those without this level of qualification may make
a case for consideration, and will be interviewed for admission. Applicants should be able to
express their interest in the programme in the application’s supporting statement.
Additionally, applicants not educated in English will be expected to have an IELTS score of
at least 6.5. Overseas applicants may be interviewed, where appropriate, by telephone or
by video call.

Aims of the programme
The MA Creative and Critical Analysis enables students to develop critical and analytical
interdisciplinary perspectives on contemporary socio-cultural processes. Drawing on
theoretical resources from cultural studies, ‘continental’ philosophy, feminist perspectives,
contemporary anthropology, critical literary, aesthetic and textual approaches, the
programme offers a sense of the breadth of possible approaches, while developing the skills
necessary to produce original analyses in a scholarly and inventive manner.
Over the course of a year (full time) or two years (part time) students will develop high level
theoretical knowledge and skills, principally through the programme’s compulsory module,
where they will be discussed in relation to a range of phenomena; complementing the
compulsory module, the students will – under guidance of the programme convenor choose a selection of options from the wide range available across College. Through the
options, the programme aims to give flexibility for students to pursue interdisciplinary
approaches and their application to the socio-cultural processes of particular interest to
them. It is expected that new knowledge, understanding and writing ability at the appropriate
level will result.
The programme will enable students to:
•
•
•
•

Gain critical knowledge on a range of approaches to the analysis of contemporary
socio-cultural issues.
Develop appropriate analytic skills by reading, discussing and writing across
compulsory and option Modules at masters’ level.
Plan, develop and present original pieces of socio-cultural analysis in line with their
interests and expertise.
Develop forms of analysis appropriate to their written projects.
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•

Develop methods of enquiry appropriate to their dissertation project.

Graduates from this programme will be in an advanced position to present critical and
creative analyses in a variety of academic, professional and community contexts. They will
have strong transferable skills in project development and execution, and advanced level
skills in thinking and writing socio-cultural analysis.
This specification is informed by the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications, reflects
the College’s and the Department’s mission statements, and is written with consideration to
the policies of both the Goldsmiths Learning and Teaching Strategy and the Sociology
Department’s MA Learning and Teaching Strategy.

What you will be expected to achieve
For the Postgraduate Certificate to be awarded, modules to the value of at least 60CATS –
of which 30CATS will usually be compulsory - will have been passed and the following
learning outcomes will have been achieved. All options will contribute to the overall learning
outcome of the programme. However, given the range of options available it is not possible
to give specific learning outcomes to the optional modules.

Knowledge and understanding
Code
A1

A2

A3

Learning outcome
To demonstrate a high level of knowledge
and critical understanding of selected key
theoretical texts in contemporary cultural
analysis.
To comprehend and critique theoretical
models of analysis in relation to sociocultural processes in the contemporary
world.
To analyse socio-cultural phenomena in
relation to specific theoretical approaches
and texts across the range of fields and
topics followed in your chosen option
modules.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

Optional modules

Cognitive and thinking skills
Code
B1

Learning outcome
To conceptualise and present critical and
reflective accounts of relevant theories
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Code
B2

Learning outcome
and philosophies.
To show critical analytical skills in
exploring and/or applying concepts in
written work.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

Subject specific skills and professional behaviours and attitudes
Code
C1

C2
C3

Learning outcome
To apply complex theoretical ideas
creatively to other texts and socio-cultural
processes.
To explore socio-cultural processes in
relevant high-level specialist terms.
To articulate potential strengths and
weaknesses of different modes of
approach to socio-cultural processes.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

Transferable skills
Code
D1

D2
D3
D4

Learning outcome
To survey and select appropriate primary
and secondary sources for written work
using library facilities.
To work independently and effectively.
To communicate complex ideas clearly in
written form.
To write within specified word limits and
to deadlines.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

For the Postgraduate Diploma to be awarded, modules to the value of at least 120CATS will
have been passed – of which 30CATS must be compulsory - and the following learning
outcomes will have been achieved. All options will contribute to the overall learning outcome
of the programme. However, given the range of options available it is not possible to give
specific learning outcomes to the optional modules.

Knowledge and understanding
Code
A1

Learning outcome
Taught by the following module(s)
To demonstrate a high level of knowledge What is Culture? Key Theoretical
and critical understanding of selected key Interventions, Optional modules
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Code

A2

A3

Learning outcome
theoretical texts in contemporary cultural
analysis.
To comprehend and critique theoretical
models of analysis in relation to sociocultural processes in the contemporary
world.
To analyse socio-cultural phenomena in
relation to specific theoretical approaches
and texts across the range of fields and
topics followed in your chosen option
modules.

Taught by the following module(s)

What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

Optional modules

Cognitive and thinking skills
Code
B1

B2

Learning outcome
To conceptualise and present critical and
reflective accounts of relevant theories
and philosophies.
To show critical analytical skills in
exploring and/or applying concepts in
written work.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

Subject specific skills and professional behaviours and attitudes
Code
C1

C2
C3

Learning outcome
To apply complex theoretical ideas
creatively to other texts and socio-cultural
processes.
To explore socio-cultural processes in
relevant high-level specialist terms.
To articulate potential strengths and
weaknesses of different modes of
approach to socio-cultural processes.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

Transferable skills
Code
D1

Learning outcome
To survey and select appropriate primary
and secondary sources for written work
using library facilities.
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Code
D2

Learning outcome
To work independently and effectively.

D3

To communicate complex ideas clearly in
written form.
To write within specified word limits and
to deadlines.

D4

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

All options will contribute to the overall learning outcome of the programme. However, given
the range of options available it is not possible to give specific learning outcomes to the
optional modules.
Students who successfully complete the MA Critical and Creative Analysis programme will
be able to:

Knowledge and understanding
Code
A1

A2

A3

A4

Learning outcome
To demonstrate a high level of knowledge
and critical understanding of selected key
theoretical texts in contemporary cultural
analysis.
To comprehend and critique theoretical
models of analysis in relation to sociocultural processes in the contemporary
world.
To analyse socio-cultural phenomena in
relation to specific theoretical approaches
and texts across the range of fields and
topics followed in your chosen option
Modules.
To choose an appropriate approach to
your chosen area of study from a range of
possible analytical approaches.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Optional modules

What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Dissertation

What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Dissertation

Cognitive and thinking skills
Code
B1

Learning outcome
To conceptualise and present complex
critical and reflective accounts of relevant
theories and philosophies.
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Code
B2

B3

B4
B5

B6

Learning outcome
To show in-depth and critical analytical
skills in exploring and/or applying
concepts in extended written work.
To apply complex theoretical ideas
creatively to other texts and socio-cultural
processes.
To explore socio-cultural processes in
relevant advanced specialist terms.
To articulate potential strengths and
weaknesses of different modes of
approach to socio-cultural processes.
To plan a critical, reflective and sustained
analysis of an original dissertation-length
project, and to execute that plan with
guidance of a supervisor.

Taught by the following module(s)
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Dissertation
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Dissertation
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Dissertation
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Dissertation
What is Culture? Key Theoretical
Interventions, Dissertation

Subject specific skills and professional behaviours and attitudes
Code
C1

Learning outcome
To explain key ethical questions involved
in approaching an analysis of sociocultural processes and to ensure your
approach satisfies appropriate
professional ethical standards and
procedures.

Taught by the following module(s)
Dissertation

Transferable skills
Code
D1

D2

D3
D4
D5

Learning outcome
To survey and select appropriate primary
and secondary sources for written work
using library facilities.
To plan, develop and produce sustained
analyses of a range of cultural
phenomena to the appropriate standard.
To work independently and effectively.
To communicate complex ideas clearly
and persuasively in written form.
To write within specified word limits and
to deadlines.
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Code
D6

Learning outcome
Taught by the following module(s)
To produce an original piece of critical
Dissertation
and creative analytic work of considerable
length (12-15,000 words).

How you will learn
Teaching methods and module content are designed to develop and support wide
independent reading and thinking, critical investigation in written form and the organisational
skills required for further advanced work in the social sciences or humanities.
a) Teaching and Learning
The programme utilises the following distinct teaching strategies:
Lectures. The compulsory and option modules use lectures, normally of one hour, to
summarise key concepts and developments in relevant debates. For the compulsory
module and option modules, students are required to read at least one set reading, which
will be a common reference point for the lecture. The lecture will enable students to selfassess their comprehension, develop critical perspectives on the reading, place the reading
within broader debates and the historical development of the field. The lecture will,
additionally, provide a modelling of the way to summarise and critically interrogate texts,
relate them to other texts and relevant cultural phenomena outside the text. Each lecture will
have a further, more extensive reading list which students are encouraged to explore,
necessarily so if you choose to write your assignment in this area.
Seminars. The compulsory module and options modules employ seminars, normally
following the lecture and of one hour duration. For the compulsory module (and some option
modules additionally), students choose a week in which you will present a short 10minute
presentation on the key reading or related topic, in order to facilitate the seminar discussion.
Seminars provide students with practice in articulating their thoughts on complex theoretical
texts and socio-cultural processes, and an opportunity to explore concepts in relation to
examples and to test your ideas against and alongside others’.
Workshops. The dissertation workshops provide students the opportunity to work through all
questions related to carrying out critical analysis at this level. The seminars support all
aspects of approaching the dissertation tackling questions of approach, relevant texts,
ethical questions and how to write and present the thesis. Students writing their
dissertations will present a 15minute presentation on their dissertation which will be the
subject of group discussion. Visiting fellows of the department are encouraged to join the
programme convenor at these sessions. In this way you will receive the opportunity to
summarise and present your project and to gain valuable feedback on all aspects.
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Supervision. The one-to-one supervisions offer valuable continuity of in-depth discussion
about the dissertation. You will discuss the texts, approaches, ethics, resources and
questions of writing and presentation. You will be allocated a supervisor early on in the
programme on the basis of your provisional research topic.
Consultation and feedback hours. The students are encouraged to visit lecturers outside
class time to discuss ideas from the module and to plan essays. After students have
received feedback from their Autumn term essays, they may also meet with lecturers to
discuss any implications for future work. Lecturers have office hours to which students may
arrive without advance arrangements; there is also provision for lecturers to meet with
students individually by prior mutually agreeable arrangement. To facilitate the planning of
essays this is particularly encouraged.
Seminars and conferences within the Department of Sociology, under the auspices of
CSISP, the Unit for Global Justice and CUCR, as well as in other departments of the
college, will complement and help enrich the students’ understanding and development of
ideas.
The VLE. The virtual learning environment is used to give departmental guidance and
regulations, access to academic and other articles and links to websites, as well as to
maintain contact with the students as a group. News of relevant forthcoming seminars and
conferences at Goldsmiths and other London universities is posted here.

How you will be assessed
The compulsory module is examined by an essay of 5-6,000 words. The essay allows
students to display their knowledge and understanding of key concepts and debates as well
as their ability to critically explore concepts and arguments in relation to other texts and
socio-cultural processes. The organisation of the essay requires that students become
competent at using available resources, managing their time in preparation and execution of
the written work. The compulsory module carries a value of 30CATS. The compulsory
module must be passed in all cases, unless exceptional circumstances are accepted by the
Exam Board (MA, PCert and PDip).
Option essays are assessed in the term in which the module is taken – 1 or 2 (full time and
part time students). Students are assessed using the criteria set out for MA option essays in
the MA module books. Each option counts as either 30CATS or 15CATS (in the case of
‘mini’-options). You must do at least 30 CATS of option module/s from the Sociology
Department.
The dissertation is a substantial piece of written work (12-15,000 words). It is intended to
assess the full range of students’ abilities and to apply the full range of learning outcomes
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which the programme has enabled you to develop. In particular it enables assessment of
your ability to design, develop and write an advanced research project using primary and/or
secondary materials appropriate to the topic and according to the necessary conventions of
scholarly work. It requires independent motivation and self-directed learning, under
supervision, and enables you to demonstrate competence for critical analysis and sustained
persuasive argument.

Marking criteria
Mark
80-100%

Descriptor
Distinction
(Outstanding/
Exceptional)

70-79%

Distinction

60-69%

Merit

50-59%

Pass

30-49%

Fail

Specific Marking Criteria
A mark in the 80s or even the 90s will be awarded in the case
of really accomplished work, demonstrating high levels of
scholarship and originality, although grades in the 90s should
be reserved for work deemed to be outstanding, and of
publishable quality.
A mark of 70-79% is awarded when candidates show evidence
of an excellent application of appropriate knowledge,
understanding and skills as specified the module learning
outcomes. Typically this involves extensive reading and grasp
of questions and their context and an exceptional degree of
clarity in argument and use of evidence. Knowledge and
understanding will have been presented critically, with insight
and independence of thought. Argument and analysis of
reading will demonstrate the candidates own reasoning and be
exceptionally clear, critical, well-focused and cogent.
A mark of 60-69% is awarded when candidates show a good
application of appropriate knowledge, understanding and skills
as specified in the module learning outcomes. This involves
consistency and fluency in discussing and evaluating reading
from a range of sources and an ability to relate this reading to
the assessment tasks.
A mark of 50-59% is awarded when there is clear evidence of a
satisfactory application appropriate, knowledge, understanding
and skills as specified in the module learning outcomes.
Typically this involves evidence of knowledge and
understanding where there is a limited development of ideas
and critical comment.
A mark between 30-49% is awarded when there is not a
satisfactory application of appropriate knowledge,
understanding and skills as specified in the module learning
outcomes. There may be confusion and incoherence and
unfocused comment on the literature.
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Mark
10-29%

Descriptor
Bad fail

1-9%

Very bad fail

0%

Non
submission or
plagiarised

Specific Marking Criteria
A mark between 10-29% is awarded when only some but not
all of the learning outcomes specified for the Module have
been achieved. Typically a candidate in this position will not
have satisfied the examiners that they have read and
understood the essential texts of the module. Research
involved in the writing of coursework or the dissertation will be
poorly organised and inadequately discussed.
A submission that does not even attempt to address the
specified learning outcomes.
A categorical mark representing either the failure to submit an
assessment or a mark assigned for a plagiarised assessment.

How the programme is structured
The programme consists of:
Two compulsory modules “What is Culture? Key Theoretical Interventions” (30 CATS) and
the “Dissertation” (60 CATS) and option modules of your choice (90 CATS total). You must
do at least 30 CATS of option module/s from the Sociology Department.
What is Culture? Key Theoretical Interventions takes place in the Autumn Term and is
assessed through a 5,000-6,000 word essay. In this module we will be exploring the
following questions: How should we think about the notion of ‘culture’? What does it mean to
argue that something is ‘cultural’? What is the relationship between forms of power and
culture? In what sense is culture performative?
This compulsory module introduces students to key theoretical thinkers, locating them within
their different intellectual trajectories and illustrating their theoretical intervention with
reference to specific cultural objects, events or debates. Particular attention is paid to the
philosophical, political and ethical implications of a variety of theoretical approaches to the
study of culture, cultural processes and cultural politics in the contemporary world.
In 2014-15, with the theme of critique as linking thread, thinkers discussed will include:
Walter Benjamin, Judith Butler, Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, Michel Foucault, Pierre
Bourdieu, Fredric Jameson, Isabelle Stengers, Jeffrey Alexander.
The module aims to give the students a sense of the development of the study of culture
through a critical, detailed introduction to some of the key thinkers within that development.
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This module is a compulsory module for MA Creative and Critical Analysis but is available to
be taken by students on any MA programme in the Sociology department.
Learning Outcomes
This module provides an advanced knowledge and understanding of:
•
•
•
•
•

theories of culture that draw on contemporary poststructuralist and post-Marxist
philosophy
relationships between culture and power
current geopolitics of culture
performative conceptions of culture
notions of affect in relation to cultural process

You will be able to:
•
•
•
•

apply this knowledge and understanding to research problems and contexts
identify ethical, political and philosophical implications of cultural theories
analyse contemporary theories of culture in the contexts of their broader intellectual
traditions
identify the theoretical implications of specific inscriptions of culture in objects and
events

Three Option Modules (90 CATS over 2 terms - Assessment: One 5-6,000 word essay).
Students are able to choose three option modules from other academic departments
offering modules to Department of Sociology students. You must do at least 30 CATS of
option module/s from the Department of Sociology. Most optional modules take place over
one eleven week term and consist of ten one hour lectures, ten one hour small group
seminars and one reading week. The optional modules chosen would be limited to those
that share core concerns with the programme and their learning outcomes reinforce the
central programme learning outcome that produces an advanced understanding in social
and cultural theory. Over sixty relevant options are currently taught across Goldsmiths.
Depending on programme enrolment, prospective class size and space, the Critical and
Creative Analysis compulsory module will be made available as options to MA students
from Sociology.
A compulsory Dissertation (60 CATS) module is also taken on the programme. A supervisor
is allocated in the first term of the programme, according to student’s intentions for the
dissertation topic. Workshops covering ethics, methodological choices, research design and
writing will be held in the summer term, tailored to individual requirements. Full-time
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students will normally be expected to pass all taught components before proceeding to the
dissertation. The dissertation is submitted in September.

Full-time mode
Module Title
What is Culture? Key
Theoretical Interventions
Dissertation
Three 30 CAT optional
modules, one of which must
be from the Department of
Sociology. The others may
be taken from departments
across the College.

Module Code
SO71051B

Credits Level Module Status
30
7
Compulsory

Term
1

SO71009A
Various

60
90

1-3
2

7
7

Compulsory
Optional

Part-time mode
Part-time students will normally be expected to pass 60 CATS, including the compulsory
module “What is Culture? Key Theoretical Interventions” in their first year before proceeding
to the second year.

Academic year of study 1
Module Title
What is Culture? Key
Theoretical Interventions
Optional modules to the
value of 30 CATS. Across
Part Time Years 1 & 2, 30
CATS of optional modules
must be from the
Department of Sociology.
The others may be taken
from departments across the
College.

Module Code
SO71051B

Credits Level Module Status
30
7
Compulsory

Term
1

Various

30

2
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Academic year of study 2
Module Title
Dissertation
Optional modules to the
value of 60 CATS. Across
Part Time Years 1 & 2, 30
CATS of optional modules
must be from the
Department of Sociology.
The others may be taken
from departments across the
College.

Module Code
SO71009A
Various

Credits Level Module Status
60
7
Compulsory
60
7
Optional

Term
1-3
2

Academic support
Support for learning and wellbeing is provided in a number of ways by departments and
College support services who work collaboratively to ensure students get the right help to
reach their best potential both academically and personally.
All students are allocated a Personal Tutor (one in each department for joint programmes)
who has overall responsibility for their individual progress and welfare. Personal Tutors
meet with their student at least twice a year either face-to-face, as part of a group and/or
electronically. The first meeting normally takes place within the first few weeks of the
autumn term. Personal Tutors are also available to students throughout the year of study.
These meetings aim to discuss progress on modules, discussion of the academic discipline
and reports from previous years if available (for continuing students). This provides an
opportunity for progress, attendance and assessment marks to be reviewed and an
informed discussion to take place about how to strengthen individual learning and success.
All students are also allocated a Senior Tutor to enable them to speak to an experienced
academic member of staff about any issues which are negatively impacting their academic
study and which are beyond the normal scope of issues handled by Programme Convenors
and Personal Tutors.
Students are provided with information about learning resources, the Library and
information available on Learn.gold (VLE) so that they have access to department/
programme handbooks, programme information and support related information and
guidance.
Taught sessions and lectures provide overviews of themes, which students are encouraged
to complement with intensive reading for presentation and discussion with peers at
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seminars. Assessments build on lectures and seminars so students are expected to attend
all taught sessions to build knowledge and their own understanding of their chosen
discipline.
All assessed work is accompanied by some form of feedback to ensure that students’ work
is on the right track. It may come in a variety of forms ranging from written comments on a
marked essay to oral and written feedback on developing projects and practice as they
attend workshops.
Students may be referred to specialist student services by department staff or they may
access support services independently. Information about support services is provided on
the Goldsmiths website and for new students through new starter information and
induction/Welcome Week. Any support recommendations that are made are agreed with the
student and communicated to the department so that adjustments to learning and teaching
are able to be implemented at a department level and students can be reassured that
arrangements are in place. Opportunities are provided for students to review their support
arrangements should their circumstances change. The Disability and Wellbeing Services
maintain caseloads of students and provide on-going support.
The Careers Service provides central support for skills enhancement, running The Gold
Award scheme and other co-curricular activities that are accredited via the Higher Education
Achievement Report (HEAR).
The Academic Skills Centre works with academic departments offering bespoke academic
literacy sessions. It also provides a programme of academic skills workshops and one-toone provision for students throughout the year.

Links with employers, placement opportunities and career
prospects
The programme does not provide specific placement opportunities, however these may be
included in option modules chosen by the students enrolled in this programme.
The learning outcomes and transferable skills acquired by the students of this programme
allow them to appeal and successfully present themselves to a range of employers looking
for organized, independent thinkers with a solid background in the analysis of current
cultural phenomena. Careers in social research and teaching, cultural sector and NGOs,
think tanks and consultancies, journalism and media, and public administration have been
successfully pursued by previous graduates. This programme is also ideal for students
intending to progress to PhD.
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The College Careers Service organises specific information events and offers support to
Masters students.

The requirements of a Goldsmiths degree
All taught postgraduate degrees have a minimum total value of 180 credits and involve one
calendar year of full-time study. Some programmes may extend over more than one
calendar year and, when this is the case, they have a higher total credit value. Programmes
are composed of individual modules, each of which has its own credit value. Part-time
students normally take modules to the value of 90 credits each year. If a programme has a
part-time pathway, the structure will be set out in the section “How the programme is
structured” above. Normally, all modules are at level 7 of the Framework for Higher
Education Qualifications.
More detailed information about the structure and requirements of a Goldsmiths degree is
provided in the Goldsmiths Qualifications and Credit Framework.

Modules
Modules are defined as:
•
•

“Optional” – which can be chosen from a group of modules
“Compulsory” – which must be taken as part of the degree

Progression
Some programmes may require students to pass specific modules prior to completion of the
dissertation/major project (or equivalent). Additionally, where a programme of study extends
beyond one calendar year, students may be required to pass specific modules in their first
year of study before progressing to the second year. Where this is the case, these
requirements will be set out in this Programme Specification.

Award of the degree
In order to graduate, students must successfully complete all modules specified for the
programme, as set out within the section “How the programme is structured” above.

Classification
Final degree classification is calculated on the basis of a student’s mean average mark
(based on credit value) across all modules on the programme.
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Masters degrees are awarded with the following classifications:
Distinction – 70%+
Merit – 60-69%
Pass – 50-59%
More detail on the calculation of the final classification is on our website.

Interim exit awards
Some programmes incorporate interim exit points of Postgraduate Certificate and/or
Postgraduate Diploma, which may be awarded on the successful completion of modules to
the minimum value of 60 credits or 120 credits respectively. The awards are made without
classification.
When these awards are incorporated within the programme, the relevant learning outcomes
and module requirements will be set out within the “What you will be expected to achieve”
section above.
The above information is intended as a guide, with more detailed information available in
the Goldsmiths Academic Manual.

Programme-specific rules and facts
General programme costs
In addition to your tuition fees, you will be responsible for meeting standard costs
associated with your study. Find out more information at gold.ac.uk/programme-costs.

Specific programme costs
Not applicable.

How teaching quality will be monitored
Goldsmiths employs a number of methods to ensure and enhance the quality of learning
and teaching on its programmes.
Programmes and modules are formally approved against national standards and are
monitored throughout the year, such as in departmental committees, a variety of student
feedback mechanisms and through the completion of module evaluation questionnaires.
Every programme has at least one External Examiner who reviews comments annually on
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the standards of awards and student achievement. External Examiner(s) attend Boards of
Examiners meetings and submit an annual written report.
Modules, programmes and/or departments are also subject to annual and periodic review
internally, as well as periodic external scrutiny.
Quality assurance processes aim to ensure Goldsmiths’ academic provision remains
current, that the procedures to maintain the standards of the awards are working effectively
and the quality of the learning opportunities and information provided to students and
applicants is appropriate.
Detailed information on all these procedures are published on the Quality Office web pages.

MA Critical and Creative Analysis - Programme Specification
Goldsmiths, University of London

18

